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This article provides a brief review of the business cooperation agreements and berth 
contracts commonly used between Croatian marina. operators ahd yacht chartering 
companies. Considering the strategic importance of nautical tourism in Croatia and the 
fact that the marina business and yacht chartering constitute vital parts ofthe nautkal 
tourism industry, legal certainty surrounding the respective relationships is of utmost 
importance and a condition for further sustainable. development ofthis hranch of 
economy. The aim of the article is to give a critical insight into thecontractual practices 
that have developed over the past 20 years between marina operators and yacht 
chartering companies during a time of rapid growth in nautical tourism in · Croatia. 

lntroduction 

ln Croatia there are 140 nautical tourism ports, including 70 mari nas ( of which 11 are land mari nas) 
and 70 other nautical tourism ports (anchorages, mooring areas and uncategorised naucical tourism 
ports ). The total number of berths in those ports in 2017 was 17,067: There were 13,000 vessels 
permanently moored in nautica1 ports and 202,000 vessels in transit. The total income rec1lised in 
nautical ports in 2017 amounted to about € 115 million, of which around 70 per cent was realised by 
renting out berths. 1 

There are approximately 645. active yacht chartering companies in · Croatia, although. the. number of 
companies formally registered far performing vessel chartering activities is much high�r. arnounting 
to I, 906. There are around 3;305 vessels registered for chartering. According to the data pubfished 
by the Ministry ofTourism, Croatia is the leading charter destination in the world by the number of 
bookings and the number of charter vessels. The data refers only to bareboat chartering of pleasure 
craft and it shows that, in 2013, Croatia held 33 per cent ofall charter bookings and 25: per cent of 

. the charter fleet worldwide.2 The current a!>sessment is that these ratios have furtherincreased and. 
that nowadays Croatia holds almost 40 per cent of the world's pleasure craft charter fleet:3 

. 

. 
. 

Under Croatian law, a marina is a type of spedal purpose port dedicatedexclusively to nautical · 
tourism,4 which is primarily · for the provision ofberths and other. accompanying services to. yachts 
and other pleasure craft, their owners, users and crews. The maih piece oflegislation regulating 
seaports in Croatia is the Maritime Domain and Sea.portsAct (MDSPA).5 Theimplementation ofthis 
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1 Croatian Bureau of Statistics 'Nautical tourism: capacity and turnover of ports 2017' First Release No 4.3.4 (27 March 2018): 
2 · https}/mint.gov.hr/vijesti/hrvatska�dorriacin-najvecem-susretu-charter-industrije-u0svijetu/charter-djelatriost/8893. 
3 http://vijesti.hrt.hr/441478/hrvatska-carter-flota-drzi-40-posto-svjetske-flote-plovila-za-najam. 
4 Regulation on the Classification of the Seaports Open to Public Traffic and of the Special Purpose Pcirts, Official Gazette No 110/04-
5 Official Gazette Nos 158/03, I 00/04, 141 /06, JB/09, 123/ I I, 56/ 16. 
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